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When  an  unknown  individual,  anonymously,  addresses  his 
fellow  citizens,  he  must  depend  altogether  upon  the  weight 
of  the  facts,  and  the  strength  of  the  arguments  he  shall  adduce, 
for  any  impression  he  may  hope  to  make  on  the  minds  of  his 
readers.  No  reader  of  this  address  will  know  by  whom 
it  is  written.  It  must,  therefore,  be  obvious  that  I  am  not 
moved  to  write  it  by  vanity  nor  stimulated  by  ambition.  I 
do  not  hope  for  applause,  nor  do  I  seek  after  authority.  I  nei¬ 
ther  seek  after,  nor  desire,  office  of  any  kind,  nor  am  I  a  can¬ 
didate  for  any  public  station.  In  truth,  I  had  supposed  that 
no  state  of  public  affairs,  could  have  appeared,  in  my  eyes, 
so  momentous  as  to  overcome  my  love  of  ease,  and  quiet,  and 
move  me,  at  this  advanced  period  of  life,  to  lilt  a  pen 
upon  public  affairs,  or  to  desire,  in  any  way,  to  influence 
public  opinion.  I  beg  whoever  reads  this  address,  neither  to 
regard  it  as  the  offspring  of  party  feelings,  nor  of  a  party 
man  ;  no  not  even  of  a  man  who  feels  an  interest  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  one  candidate, or  the  rejection  of  another,  07ily  as  their 
election  may  affect  the  great  question,  in  which  every  Penn¬ 
sylvanian  has  an  interest.  One  consideration  alone  moves 
my  pen,  the  preservation  of  that  Constitution  which  has  so 
long  protected  me ,  and  mine ,  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  our  just 
rights. 

It  would  not  become  me,  nor  is  it  necessary  for  any  one,  to 
point  out,  that  which  is  so  obvious,  as  the  soundness  of  the 
principles  on  which  our  Constitution  is  erected,  or  the  beauty 
and  fitness  of  the  details  which  distinguish  the  Superstruc¬ 
ture.  These  things  as  they  are  upon  examination  of  the 
Instrument,  might  be  subjects  of  cavil  and  criticism,  of 
doubt  and  exception,  if  experience  had  not  clearly  made 
manifest  how  beautifully  all  its  provisions  work  together  for 
good — good  to  the  individuals  who  live  under  it,  and  for  the 
promotion  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Commonwealth.  In 
what  state  of  this  Republican  Union,  are. the  sacred  rights  of 
conscience  or  the  just  rights  of  property  so  vigilantly  and  effee- 
tually  guarded  and  defended  as  in  Pennsylvania  ?  Is  there  a 
population  in  the  Union,  more  prosperous,  more  happy,  or 
more  contented  than  that  of  Pennsylvania. 


Q 


It  may  be — at  least,  I  am  told  it  may  be  that  a  few  votes 
on  the  one  side,  or  on  the  other,  may,  in  this  county,  elect 
the  Ticket  of  the  one  party,  or  the  Ticket  of  the  other  party. 

I  am  also  told  that  it  may  be,  that  upon  the  result  of  our 
county  election,  may  depend  whether  the  people  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  shall  be  permitted  to  promote  their  own  happiness  and 
repose  in  safety — as  for  many  years  they  have  done — under 
the  present  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  or  every  Township 
in  the  State  be  distracted  and  divided  by  taking  a  question 
on  the  call  of  a  Convention  to  alter  it. 

It  shall  be  my  business,  hereaftar,  to  prove  what  I  shall 
now  assume  as  a  fact,  that  the  County  Ticket  headed  by 
“  George  N.  Baker,”  as  a  candidate  for  Senate,  is  framed 
to  support  and  defend,  the  Constitution,  and  that  the  Ticket 
headed  by  “  James  Hanna,”  as  a  candidate  for  the  Senate,  is 
a  Ticket  made  up  of  men  in  favour  of  a  call  of  a  Convention. 

How,  or  from  what  fortuitous  combination  of  circumstan¬ 
ces,  it  happened  that  we  have  been  blessed  with  a  Con¬ 
stitution,  which  works  so  admirably,  has  often  been  a  subject 
of  inquiry.  Will  you  indulge  me  if  I  state  to  you  some  facts 
and  circumstances  which  in  my  judgment  greatly  assisted 
in  giving  excellence  to  our  Constitution  and  in  embodying  in 
it,  principles  and  details  which  have  been  found  so  faultless 
in  practice. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  framed  in  1787, 
by  a  Convention  of  men,  more  distinguished  for  talent,  for  pa¬ 
triotism  and  public  services,  than  any  Convention  which  ever 
assembled  in  America.  Over  this  Convention,  of  men  of  the 
Revolution,  George  Washington,  the  great  and  good,  presided, 
and  James  Madison,  the  pure  and  patriotic,  is  now  the  only 
surviving  member.  That  Constitution  went  into  operation 
on  the  4th  of  March  1789,  on  which  day  the  Father  of  his 
country  was  inaugurated  as  the  First  President  of  the  United 
States.  How,  under  that  Constitution,  this  union  has  pros¬ 
pered,  in  peace  and  in  war,  need  not  here  be  touched  upon. 
It  is  every  where  felt  and  conceded.  It  is  here  sufficient  to 
remark,  as  bearing  upon  our  own  immediate  interests,  that 
the  return  to  their  constituents  of  the  distinguished  men  who 
had  represented  Pennsylvania,  in  that  Convention  and  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  result  of  their  labors,  the  constitution  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  soon  attracted  public  attention  to  the  noble  edifice 
they  had  reared,  and  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  became  de¬ 
sirous  to  have  a  Constitution  built  on  the  same  foundation, 
and  of  the  same  materials,  as  that  which  had  thus  highly  ex¬ 
cited  their  admiration.  To  accomplish  this  they  selected 
their  most  eminent  men,  to  meet  in  Convention;  over  that 
Convention  Thomas  Mifflin  was  called  to  preside,  because  # 
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Eiinong  other  qualifications,  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  which  had  deliberated  under  Washington.  These 
men  framed  a  Constitution — our  present  Constitution — which 
went  into  operation  a  few  months  after  that  of  the  United 
States,  to  wit,  in  the  fall  of  1790,  and  both  Constitutions  have 
continued,  from  that  time  to  this,  to  work  together  for  good, 
although  both  have  been  assailed  by  weak  and  ignorant  men, 
and  mischievous  and  ambitious  Politicians. 

In  1805  the  question  of  the  call  of  a  Convention  was  agi¬ 
tated  in  Pennsylvania,  in  consequence  of  the  Senate  having 
acquitted  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  some  charges 
which  had  been  preferred  against  them.  The  question  whether 
a  Convention  should,  or  should  not  be  called,  was,  that 
year,  strongly,  although  indirectly,  brought  before  the  people. 
The  Constitutional  Party,  and  the  Convention  Party,  each 
named  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor,  and  each  was 
advocated  as  friendly  or  hostile  to  the  constitution.  How 
warmly,  and  how  bitterly,  that  election  was  contested  I 
well  remember.  The  issue  was,  that  the  Constitutional  party 
succeeded  by  a  majority  of  upwards  of  Five  thousand  votes. 
At  the  next  election,  for  Governor,  Simon  Snyder — who  was 
defeated  as  the  candidate  of  the  Party  in  favor  of  a  conven¬ 
tion,  but  who  in  1808  was  run  without  reference  to  that 
question — was  elected  by  more  than  twenty  eight  thousand 
majority  over  the  opposing  candidate. 

These  are  no  mean,  or  equivocal  evidences,  of  the  convic¬ 
tions  of  the  people.  After  15  years,  and  after  eighteen  years, 
experience,  they,  by  their  votes,  declared  that  they  approved 
of  and  would  not  jeopardize  the  Constitution.  The  votes  at 
these  two  elections,  may  be  safely  and  fairly  regarded  as  two 
separate  and  distinct  popular  ratifications  of  the  present  con¬ 
stitution  and  evince  the  determined  opposition  of  the  people 
to  the  call  of  any  assembly  who  might  endanger  or  annul 
any  of  its  principles  or  provisions. 

The  call  for  a  convention  in  1805  was  made  by  the  then 
leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  and  was  advocated  by 
nearly  all  the  Democratic  newspapers  published  in  the  State. 
Independent  of  the  vote  for  Governor,  which  as  seen  above, 
is  reasonably  conclusive  as  to  the  state  of  public  opinion,  I 
will  lay  before  you  the  effect  produced  by  this  convention 
question,  on  the  return  of  members  to  the  General  Assembly. 
So  undisturbed,  at  that  time,  was  the  supremacy  of  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Party,  that  in  the  Session  1804-5 — before  any  thing 
teas  said  of  the  call  of  a  Convention,  there  were  but  six  fede¬ 
ral  members  in  the  whole  General  Assembly.  At  the  election 
in  1805,  that  at  which  the  Convention  question  was  contested, 
the  people  so  entirely  changed,  their  Representatives  in  the 
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General  Assembly,  that  when  it  met  the  Democratic  party 
were  unable  to  carry  their  candidate,  for  the  Speaker,  in 
either  house,  although,  as  I  have  already  said,  at  the  Session 
before  there  were  but  six  federal  members  in  the  two  houses 
of  the  Legislature.  This  also  was  an  unequivocal  and  not- 
to-be-mistaken  exhibit  of  the  peoples’  attachment  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution.  It  was  a  marked  and  triumphant  ratification  of  it, 
after  fifteen  years’  experience.  It  would  be  difficult  to  devise 
a  scheme,  or  suggest  a  question,  on  which  their  votes  and 
judgments  could  be  brought  more  powerfully  to  concentrate. 

Since  that  time,  aye,  twenty  years  after  that  time,  at  the 
General  Election  in  1825,  in  obedience  to  a  law  passed  the 
session  before,  in  consequence  of  some  noisy  politicians,  the 
people  were  called  upon,  at  their  different  election  districts, 
to  vote  for,  and  against ,  a  convention.  The  question  did  not 
that  year  excite  much  discussion  or  bitterness.  All  the  bustle 
and  activity  was  confined  to  the  self-styled  reformers.  It 
seemed  to  me  (and  that  year  I  travelled  a  good  deal  through 
the  State,)  that  the  people  had  made  up  their  minds,  that  the 
Constitution  was  in  no  danger,  that  there  was  no  fear  that 
a  majority  could  be  persuaded  to  vote  to  call  a  convention. 
The  consequence  of  this  feeling  was,  that  many  thousands, 
friends  to  the  Constitution,  sober-minded  citizens,  remained 
at  home  and  did  not  go  to  the  polls. 

I  have  now  before  me  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  for  the  Session  1825-26,  and  from  it  (page  49,)  I 
make  the  following  extract : — 

“  The  Speaker  of  the  House  made  a  report  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  Senate  did,  in  the  presence  of  the  members 
of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  open  the  returns  and 
publish  the  votes  ;  from  which  it  appeared  that  there  were — 
For  a  convention,  forty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy  votes— 44,470.,.  Against  a  convention,  fifty-nine  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  votes — 59,813.”  Majority, 
against  a  convention ,  fifteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
three — 15,343. 

Thus,  upon  a  positive  reference  of  the  question  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  after  an  experience  of  its  principles  and  the  practice 
under  it,  for  thirty-five  years,  they  bore  testimony  to  its 
excellence,  and  by  a  majority  of  15,343,  again  ratified  the 
constitution,  and  again  declared  that  it  was  so  good  they 
would  not  submit  it  for  consideration  to  any  body  of  men, 
not  even  those  of  their  own  choosing,  with  power  to  alter  it, 
or  to  make  a  new  one.  These  repeated  ratifications,  or  re¬ 
enactments  of  the  Constitution  at  different  times,  shew  public 
opinion  in  language  and  by  deeds  not  to  be  mistaken  or  mis¬ 
understood.  Why  then  should  a  few  noisy,  ign  orant,  disap- 
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pointed  men  be  again  allowed  to  induce  the  Legislature  to 
believe  that  they  are  the  people  ?  To  prevent  this  go  to  the 
Polls,  and  take  some  pains  to  persuade  those  of  your  neigh¬ 
bours,  who  are  not  often  seen  at  elections,  to  go  and  give 
their  votes,  and  their  countenance,  in  favour  of  those  who  are 
for  preserving  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth. 

It  may  be  asked,  if  the  Constitution  be  thus  well  con¬ 
structed,  and  the  source  of  so  many  blessings,  and  the 
shield  against  so  many  evils,  how  is  it  that  hostility 
against  it  is  so  persevering,  unrelenting,  and  bitter?  I  may 
be  content  to  answer  this  question  by  asking,  is  there  any 
good,  however  pure;  any  system  or  rule  of  conduct,  nay,  even 
that  of  divine  origin,  which  has  not  active  enemies  ?  Is  there 
any  virtue,  any  excellence,  any  merit  which  has  not  detrac¬ 
tors  and  calumniators  ? 

It  is  not  necessary,  in  this  short  address,  to  name  the  men, 
and  sketch  the  characters  of  those  who,  amongst  us  for 
some  years,  have  actively  arrayed  themselves  against  the 
Constitution  ;  and,  wTho  having  every  thing  to  gain,  and 
nothing  to  lose,  stand  ready  to  uproot  and  overturn  that 
which  the  wisdom  of  our  very  best  and  wisest  men  has 
planted  and  reared.  It  would  not  be  a  grateful  task  to  pic¬ 
ture  forth  such  men,  or  to  follow  them  through  the  city  and 
county  into  taverns  and  grog-shops,  and  detail  their  misre¬ 
presentations  and  falsehoods,  whilst  they  are  labouring  to 
gain  a  proselyte,  to  obtain  a  signature,  or  to  bribe,  buy,  or 
trade  away  a  vote.  I  wrould  ask  you  to  spare  me  so  disgust¬ 
ing  an  employment,  and  to  cast  your  own  eyes  around  and 
examime  for  yourselves.  I  venture  to  affirm,  without  any 
fear  of  being  mistaken,  that  after  having  so  done  you  will  not 
vote  theConvention  Ticket.  The  wish  to  preserve  an  approving 
conscience  will  preserve  you  from  such  a  suicidal  act.  Among 
your  friends  and  neighbours,  among  those  throughout  the 
county  with  whom  you  are  acquainted,  among  those  whom 
you  know  to  be  truly  respectable — are  there  any,  is  there  one 
man  of  sense  and  substance,  in  favour  of  a  Convention?  You 
answrer  in  the  negative. 

How,  then,  you  will  ask,  does  it  happen  that  a  Ticket  has 
been  framed  and  submitted  to  the  people  of  this  county — where 
a  decided  and  large  majority  are  faithful  to  the  Constitution — 
who  are  pledged  to  support  a  measure  for  which  one  fourth  of 
the  people  could  not  be  persuaded  to  vote  ? 

1  think  I  can  answer  this  question  to  your  satisfaction.  It 
is  the  effect  of  cunningly  devised  and  preconcerted  trick. — 
The  primary  meetings  for  the  election  of  Delegates  to  frame 
a  Ticket,  throughout  the  County — of  the  Party  now  called 
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Independent  Democrats — were  but  thinly  attended.  Every 
Conventionalist,  in  every  district,  was,  by  a  Circular  romf 
their  Executive  Directory,  put  in  motion  and  attended  the 
meetings,  accompanied  by  all  whom  he  could  influence,  and 
every  where,  by  all  sorts  of  arts  and  deceptions,  effected  the 
election  of  Delegates  of  their  own  way  of  thinking.  In  this 
stage  of  their  proceedings,  they  carefully  abstained  from  ma¬ 
king  any  public  declarations  of  hostility  to  the  Constitution, 
save  only  in  Southwark,  where  James  Hanna , — their  youth¬ 
ful  Candidate  for  the  Senate — boldly  and  broadly  came  out, 
not  only  in  favor  of  a  Convention,  but  in  deadly  opposition  to 
all  who  remained  faithful  to  the  Constitution.  In  this  con¬ 
certed  and  covert  way,  without  the  people  being  generally 
apprised  of  their  object,  a  goodly  number  of  those  who  enter¬ 
tain  opinions  which  have  turned  the  world  upside  down  found 
their  way  into  the  General  County  Delegation. 

These,  I  speak  advisedly,  these,  by  artful  misrepresenta¬ 
tions  and  greatly  over-rating  the  stred^th  of  their  party,- and 
declaring  their  determination  and  those  of  their  partizans  to 
vote  for  no  man  who  would  not  go  for  a  Convention,  won 
over  that  portion  of  the  delegation,  who  were  connected  with, 
interested  in,  and  anxious  for,  the  success  of  particular  Can¬ 
didates,  and  leagued  with  others,  the  understanding  being 
that  this  measure — which  they  knew  to  be  obnoxious  to  thou¬ 
sands  upon  whose  votes  they  calculated — should  be  as  much 
as  possible  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  or  so  gilded  and  disguised  by  ambiguous  words 
and  phrases  that  its  properties  should  not  be  understood.  It 
would  be  tedious  to  drag  forth  the  details  of  the  evidence  to 
prove  every  syllable  here  stated  and  I  am  thankful  that  it  is 
not  necessary  as  surely  every  intelligent  man,  who  has 
watched  the  course  of  events,  and  read  the  proceedings  of 
the  public  meetings,  for  some  weeks,  must  be  assured  of  the 
truth  and  fairness  with  which  I  have  brought  the  facts  before 
him.  There  is,  however,  a  plain  and  easy  and  satisfactory 
way  by  which  the  truth  of  my  assertions  may  be  tested. — 
Enquire  for  yourself.  Talk  with  the  influential  politicians, 
and,  if  you  can  with  the  Candidates  of  each  of  the  Parties, 
and  I  do  not  fear,  but  you  will  soon  ascertain  which  of  the 
Tickets  is  the  Ticket,  which  deserves  the  support  of  the 
friends  of  the  Constitution.  If,  in  search  of  the  Truth,  you 
would  be  a  little  reserved,  in  giving  your  own  opinions,  and 
take  the  trouble  to  elicit  others,  be  wise  as  the  Serpent,  yet 
harmless  as  the  Dove,  and  you  will  soon  find  out  those  who 
are  for  sustaining,  and  those  who  are  for  pulling  down,  the 
Constitution. 

Perhaps  however  it  may  be  well  to  save  you  some  of  this 


7 


trouble  by  satisfying  you  beyond  doubt  or  cavil,  as  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  Candidate  Jaynes  Hanna,  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  settled  Convention  Ticket.  This  evidence  if  conclu¬ 
sive,  may  be  considered  as  a  fair  sample  of  the  whole  Ticket. 
If  he  w7ho  is  selected  for  the  highest  office  be  unfaithful,  or, 
in  other  words,  a  determined  enemy  of  the  Constitution,  how 
can  you  hope  for  fidelity  in  those  who  are  placed  under  him  ; 

I  now  give  you  the  evidence. 

At  a  general  public  Meeting  in  Southwark  of  the  Indepen - 
dent  Democrats,  to  elect  Delegates,  held  at  the  Commission¬ 
er’s  Hall  August  20,  1833.  “Mr  James  Hanna  offered,  a  pre¬ 
amble  and  resolutions  which  were  unanimously  adopted.” — 

You  wull  be  kind  enough  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  “Mr. 

___  _  — * 

James  Hanna,”  is  the  same  “Mr.  James  Hanna”  who  is  a 
candidate  for  the  Senate,  and  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  Ticket.  The  published  proceedings  of  that  Meeting 
are  before  me,  in  the  United  States  Gazette,  of  August  26, 
1833,  and  from  it  I  submit  some  extracts.  In  the  sixth  Re¬ 
solution  it  is  declared  that  the  present  “constitution  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  contains  features  decidedly  Anti- Democratic,  and 
Anti- Republican”  Having  thus  broadly  denounced  the 
work  of  the  men  of  the  Revolution,  the  next,  the  seventh,  re¬ 
solution,  points  out  the  way  by  which  the  Constitution  may 
be  destroyed.  I  shall  give  this  Resolution  entire.  No  one 
but  thes^e  modern  Reformers  themselves  can  do  full  justice  to 
the  extent  of  their  views.  It  would  appear  as  if  the  Consti¬ 
tution  stood  like  a  bulwark  to  prevent  these  zealots  from  feed¬ 
ing  fat  their  ambition  and  their  avarice.  Thus  crossing  their 
path  and  obstructing  their  march  to  authority,  they  conceive 
for  it  a  violent  and  personal  hatred.  But  let  me  give  you 
their  resolution  in  their  own  words,  “Resolved,  that  the  Dele- 
“  gates  appointed  by  this  meeting  (to  make  the  Ticket)  be 
“  instructed  to  oppose  the  nomination  of  any  candidate, 

“  FOR  ANY  OFFICE,  WHO  IS  NOT  FRIENDLY  TO  THE  CALL  OF  A 

“convention,  of  the  People  to  make  the  necessary  alterations 
“  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth.” 

With  such  instructions,  is  it  any  wonder  that  the  Ticket 
made  by  such  Delegates  should  be  made  up  as  it  is,  and  that 
they  should  pass,  in  their  General  Conference,  a  resolution, 
which  is  the  echo  of  that  brought  forward  by  “Mr.  James 
Hanna  V9  Notwithstanding  these  unequivocal  evidences  of 
the  hostility  of  these  leaders  to  the  Constitution,  yet  it  does 
not  so  far  blind  them  to  the  state  of  public  opinion,  but  they 
make  themselves,  all  things  to  all  men,  and  belie  their  own 
fixed  opinions,  wherever  they  hope  to  obtain  a  vote  by 
such  a  treachetous  course  of  conduct.  To  such  an  extent  has 
this  hypocritical  course  of  conduct  been  carried  that  the  more 
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thoroughgoing  Reformers  hearing  of  the  declarations  of  the 
candidates  against  a  Convention,  aye,  even  of  “Mr.  James 
Hanna,”  doubted  his  fidelity  so  strongly  that  the  great  Apos¬ 
tle  of  Reform,  had  to  publish  in  his  Weakly  “Times,”  of  the 
21st  of  September,  that  he  was  authorised  to  say,  “that 
“  James  Hanna  is  favourable  to  the  Reform , — [it  is  all  ready ; 
Earle  has  the  new  Constitution  in  his  pigeon  hole,  prepared 
to  take  out,  when  his  followers  shall  have  a  Convention  called 
ready  to  receive  it] — “of  the  State  Constitution  and  to  the 
speedy  call  of  a  Convention  for  that  purpose.”  It  is  this  sys¬ 
tem  of  misrepresentation  of  being  one  thing  in  one  place,  and 
another  thing  in  another  place  ;  to  one  person  in  favor  of  and 
to  another  bitterly  opposed  to  the  Constitution,  which  has 
more  than  any  thing  moved  me  to  unmask  the  deceivers,  and 
expose  them  in  the  nakedness  of  their  own  deformity. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Independent  Democrats,  of  the  Seventh 
Ward,  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  held  on  the  24th  of  Sept., 
the  proceedings  of  which  are  now  before  me  in  the  U.  S.  Ga¬ 
zette,  of  the  27th  Sept.,  signed  by  “Joseph  Rhoads,  Chair¬ 
man,  and  John  C.  Gerrish,  Secretary,” — the  first  resolution 
declares,  that,  they  “most  heartily  approve  of  the  Nominati¬ 
ons  made  by  the  Independent  Democratic  Delegates  for  the 
State  Legislature.”  The  second  resolution,  gives  the  reason 
why,  they  thus  “ heartily  approve”: — because,  “on  the  Ticket 
presented  to  the  people  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  by  the 
Independent  Democrats  we  recognise  no  one,  but  those  fa¬ 
vourable  to  a  reform  in  the  Constitution.”  &c.  &c. 

With  such  unequivocal  evidences  as  I  have  adduced,  from 
the  lips  and  pens  of  the  parties  themselves,  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  man  to  refuse  his  belief  that  the  Legislative  Ticket, 
presented  by  this  party  is,  however  disguised,  a  ticket  for  the 
express  purpose  of  altering  the  Constitution.  If  you  are  fa¬ 
vourable  to  such  a  scheme,  then  you  will  vote,  and  ought  to 
vote  the  Convention  Ticket.  If  on  the  other  hand,  you  desire 
to  preserve  the  Constitution,  as  it  is,  you  will  vote,  and  you 
ought  to  vote,  the  Ticket  of  the  friends  of  the  Constitution,  at 
the  head  of  which  stands  the  name  of  George  N.  Baker.  If 
you  feel,  as  I  feel,  a  lively  interest,  a  deep  solicitude,  in  this 
great  question,  I  would  ask  you,  and  your  feelings  will  prompt  , 
you,  to  give  a  few  hours,  it  is  now  within  a  very  few  days  of 
the  Election,  in  going  among  the  sober  minded  and  thought¬ 
ful  portion  of  your  neighbours,  to  impress  them  with  the 
propriety  of  their  bearing  a  willing  testimony  in  favour  of  the 
Constitution,  by  voting  for  its  friends.  Such  a  vote  now  may 
save  us  all  much  concern  and  disquiet  hereafter,  by  putting 
an  end  to  a  question  which  if  brought  directly  for  a  vote  be- 
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fore  the  people  will  carry  bitterness,  ill  will,  and  distraction, 
into  every  township  in  the  commonwealth. 

This  day,  Sept  30, 1  am  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the 
propriety  of  printing  and  circulating  this  small  address,  among 
the  reflecting  and  intelligent  voters  of  the  county,  because,  1 
am  this  day,  more  convinced  of  the  fraudful  and  deceptious 
conduct,  of  the  active  few,  who  are  in  favour  of  a  convention. 

I  will  at  the  foot  of  this  address,  print  both  the  Legislative 
tickets  for  the  county.  On  the  convention  ticket  for  the  As¬ 
sembly,  you  will  find  the  name  of  Benjamin  Mathias.  This 
man  is  a  candidate  for  a  re-election.  On  the  Journal  of  the 
last  session  of  the  house  of  Representative,  at  page  881,  in  vol. 
I.  you  will  find  his  name,  and  vote,  along  with  that  of  “John 
Thompson,”  and  “James  Hanna,”  in  favour  of  a  convention. 
These  three  men,  are  at  this  time  on  the  Convention  Ticket. 
Benjamin  Mathias,  is  the  senior  Editor  of  the  Philadelphia 
Gazette,  a  tolerably  thorough -going  newspaper  against  the 
constitution.  The  Gazette  has  for  some  months,  published  as 
much  in  favour  of  a  convention  as  it  dare,  without  risking  the 
loss  of  too  great  a  number  of  subscribers.  Now,  mark  its 
course  on  Friday,  when  the  sense  of  the  people  is  about  to  be 
gathered  at  the  polls.  At  the  Inspectors’  Election,  then  for¬ 
sooth  Mr.  Mathias  and  his  Gazette  became  wary,  he  not  only 
did  not  advocate  a  convention,  but  he  cried  out  with  a  loud 
voice,  he  sounded  an  alarm,  in  capital  letters,  in  favour  not 
of  a  convention,  but  of  the  constitution.  The  best  way  now 
is  to  do  as  I  have  heretofore  done,  give  you  the  very  words 
of  the  enemies  of  our  Free  Constitution. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  of  Sept.  27,  1833. 

“To  the  Polls  then  every  citizen — young  and  old — 
in  the  cause  of  “virtue,  liberty  and  independence” — 
in  the  cause  of  peace  and  prosperity.  To  the  Polls, 
and  sustain  the 

CONSTITUTION  and  SUPREMACY  of  the  LAWS.” 

I  have  thought  this  recent  evidence  of  heartless  treachery, 
could  not  but  do  good  if  the  people  would  only  bear  in  mind, 
that  this  hoisting  of  the  standard  of  the  “  Constitution ”  by  its 
enemies ;  this  hanging  of  its  banners  on  the  outward  wall,  is 
nothing  but  a  mean  and  shallow  device,  a  wreak  invention  of 
the  enemy  to  cheat  and  decoy  our  friends  into  the  arms  of 
those  who  would  hug  them  to  death.  We  must  shut  our  ears 
to  the  syren  songs  of  these  charmers,  let  them  charm  ever  so 
wisely.  While  we  despise  their  treacherous  arts,  let  us  only 
view  them  as  new  evidences,  of  the  badness  and  baseness  of 
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that  cause,  which  can  only  hope  for  success,  by  a  resort  to 
such  hypocritical  and  despicable  means.  Let  us  go  quietly, 
and  take  our  neighbours  with  us,  and  for  once  take  the  advice 
of  Mr.  Mathias,  and  go  “to  the  Polls  and  sustain  the  CON¬ 
STITUTION,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Laws”  by  voting 
against  the  enemies  of  the  constitution,  and  in  favour  of  its 
friends,  at  foot  you  have  both  Tickets. 


A  CONSTITUTIONALIST 


Frankford,  October  1, 1833. 


Constitutional  Ticket . 

SENATE. 

George  N.  Baker. 

ASSEMBLY. 

James  Goodman. 
Francis  J.  Harper. 
Lemuel  Paynter. 
Wyndam  H.  Stokes. 
John  Rhenier  Jr. 

Thomas  Guirey. 

Peter  Rambo. 

Thomas  J.  Heston. 


Convention  Ticket. 


SENATE. 

James  Hanna. 

ASSEMBLY. 


Benjamin  Mathias. 


John  Thompson. 
William  Fitler. 
John  Wistar  Jr. 


Joseph  Plankinton. 


Joseph  Traser. 
T.  M.  Hubbell. 
J.  H.  Gibbon, 


